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Timeline of our History

ROCKIN WITH THE SQUATTERS.... ORGANISE, OCCUPY, PRODUCE
5th June 1992

BIRTH OF THE EXODUS COLLECTIVE...
THE MIDNIGHT RAVERS
In 1992, the ‘rave and free festival scene’, like everything else in post Thatcher
Britain, had been turned into a cash cow. DJs, MCs, security teams and
promoters were milking it for all they could, leading to high fences where
there used to be open fields, and entrance fees which were well beyond the
means of people like us who were unemployed, in some cases homeless and
living life on the criminal edges.

Our weekly occupation of disused lands and properties for parties soon led to us squatting some
of the party sites for more permanent use, as not for profit homes and workplaces. In July 1992,
after eviction from a warehouse squat, we took over a completely derelict pig farm called Long
Meadow Farm. We presented our plans to renovate it and turn it into a fully functioning
community farm to the owners and within a year of our squatting the farm it was brought back
into full use, having been rebuilt using a mixture of reclaimed (“wombled”) materials, housing
benefit payments, funds raised at the dances to buy stuff we couldn’t womble and an army of
volunteers from the local community. As The Levellers put it… ”turning dust to soil”…

THE OAKMORE HOTEL, LUTON

January 1993

As a fair few people coming to our events
were homeless, we started to look at other
derelict buildings around the town that
could be used to sort this out. In January
1993 we helped a dozen homeless people
squat a derelict hotel on the main road into
Luton. To renovate the hotel we matched
every £1 they could put in from their own
money from the funds raised at the dances.

SMASHING UP OUR SQUATS... OPERATION ASHANTI

February 1993
“PROPAGANDA SPREADING OVER OUR NAME”

Our parties were so popular they were causing a big drop in Saturday night takings in the
local pubs and clubs, which caused some powerful local freemasons (who run a big part of
the club/pub scene in Luton) to gather their forces against us. The drugs the police had
planted at Long Meadow Farm, coupled with a whole heap of other false charges were used
to demonise us in the local press, which was all part of their attempts to beat us into
submission and frighten off the growing number of supporters we were starting to get for
our cause.

In January 1993, 40 police officers dressed up in riot gear arrived
at the Oakmore Hotel and smashed the place to bits with
sledgehammers. All of the work we had done to renovate the
property was trashed… ”turning soil back to dust”… and a few
weeks later everybody was evicted in an early morning raid by
police and bailiffs.

Police operation after police operation led to members of the collective being framed up for
all sorts of offences, ranging from public nuisance to criminal damage, causing
harassment distress and alarm to police officers, contempt of court and even a trumped up
charge for murder brought against one of our brothers after he intervened to stop a fight.
This false charge was particularly vicious and wicked, and led to the firebombing of our
community farm at a time we were claiming our right to buy the property in court, based
on the improvements we had made. All of these charges either never made it to court, and
where they did get to court we were found not guilty of all charges, because the people in
the juries (and even local magistrates) could see right through the concocted evidence. Even
our local councillor who supported our demand for a public enquiry into the police
harassment ended up getting his own home raided and his ancient criminal conviction
leaked to the local press.

The day after the eviction from the Oakmore Hotel, we
immediately occupied a derelict former hospice on the edge of
Luton owned by the council, and formed the Housing
Action Zone co-operative. We wrote to the council and argued
for our housing benefits to be paid to the co-operative to cover
the costs of bringing the building back into full community use.
Using a mixture of these funds, effective wombling and stacks of

When the government started using paramilitary police operations to clamp
down on free outdoor festivals and warehouse parties, cutting off the only
source we had left for a good night out, a dozen or so Lutonites decided to
make a stand in our own home town.

We Know Where We’re Going... We Know Where We’re From...

voluntary labour by residents and our supporters in the
community, HAZ Manor was born, providing a beautiful home
for 30 adults and their families which lasted for 8 happy years.

1995
“EXODUS RAVE STOPS RIOT”
In the summer of 1995 hundreds of riot police from the Metropolitan
Police in London were deployed in running battles with local youth
on the Marsh Farm estate, where many members of the collective live.
After 3 nights of rioting we made local and national headlines, for
good reasons on this occasion, after we brought the disturbances to
an end by holding a party 5 miles out of town. This took most of the
crowds away for some more enjoyable and peaceful activities.

1995
THE LEVELLERS DEDICATE A
TUNE ON THEIR ZEITGEIST
ALBUM TO EXODUS
In 1994 we declared Bedfordshire to be a “Criminal
Justice Bill Free Zone” in defiance of the new laws
targetting free parties and travellers.
Mark Chadwick from The Levellers turned up at a
gathering we organised at our community farm to
oppose the bill.
A few months later we received a tape in the post.
Inside was a note saying “play this loud, we wrote it
with you in mind”.
The song was called “Exodus” and was to be
released on their Zeitgeist album.

2002 Onwards
MARSH FARM OUTREACH... THE PHOENIX RISES

2000
THE RED SEAS START
TO OPEN... THE YEAR
2000...
By December 1998 our campaign for ‘The Ark’ Community and Activity Centre had evolved into a proposal for use
of a large empty warehouse sitting in the middle of the Marsh Farm estate. In December 1999 Exodus members
joined forces with other residents of the estate to promote the Ark as part of the government’s ‘New Deal for
Communities’ programme, and it soon became known as the “Jewel in Marsh Farm’s Crown”.
In April 2000 the project was included as the centrepiece of a successful bid for £48.3 million to regenerate Marsh
Farm over 10 years, including the funding needed to buy the old factory for use as a Community Enterprise and
Resource Centre.
In March 2000, police mounted what was to be their final ambush on our convoy whilst we were coming home
from a party. They illegally seized our sound equipment and vehicles, so 50 of us went with video cameras and
proof of ownership to the police compound.

Many of the former Exodus collective
members who felt unable to stay at the
projects at HAZ Manor and the Farm
continued to work with the people of Marsh
Farm to develop plans for the people owned
Community Centre. Along with several other
residents of Marsh Farm, we formed a self
managed co-operative called Marsh Farm
Outreach which would carry on the struggle
to turn the original plan into reality.
Once again, our progress with the project was continually frustrated by
the same Masonic councillor and his lackeys, but it was during these
years that we gained valuable experience by battling with the “red tape
battalions”; the troops of civil servants, elite politicians and their
overpaid consultants with their hidden agendas, inflated fees and
double dealing that makes the police operations against us look honest!

The main bone of contention on Marsh Farm quickly became
obvious, in the form of the planned Community Enterprise
Centre we had campaigned for over the years. Although it
had been described as “The Jewel in Marsh Farm’s Crown”
and had been central to winning the New Deal for
Communities funding programme, the masonic councillor
once again had plans of his own.
After the old factory building was bought using New deal
money in 2003, new (and up until that point hidden) plans
to demolish the building and use the site for housing instead
were unveiled by the masonic councillor and his cronies.
We spent the next 4 years battling to save the original plan,
which ended with our forcing the council to hold a
referendum on the estate.
After a few weeks of campaigning residents voted 64% in
favour of keeping to the original plan, finally sending the
councillor’s housing plan into the bin where it belongs. So,
in September 2009 construction of a brand new CERC on
the site started and our hard earned “jewel in Marsh Farm’s
Crown” is due to be completed and open for community

business in January 2011. After yet another long battle
with the doubters, the new CERC will definitely include a
high energy indoor childrens playground, in line with the
original plan developed by Marsh Farm Outreach and
local people. The play park will bring people from all over
the town to Marsh Farm, help to sustain the CERC building,
create jobs for local residents and recycle any profits back
into the community.

2010
NON VIOLENT DIRECT ACTION FOR THE RIGHT TO WORK
In July we were told that the £839,000
funding set aside for the OW had been
frozen by the new Coalition government.
This was despite the fact that the new
deputy prime minster Nick Clegg had
visited Marsh Farm Outreach the year
before the election saying that the OW
was a “real vision of community
empowerment”, and telling us he thought
it was a model for use by people living in
poorer communities throughout the
country.
With this in mind, we tried through all the
normal channels to contact him, to ask
him to honour this commitment. When
his office claimed to have no record of our
registered letter and faxes, 3 of us went
to his Whitehall Office to hand deliver the
letter. When they refused to accept the letter, we refused to leave until they did, so it
ended up with an armed police unit being

called to escort us from the
building. Something good must have
come of it though, because just 2 days
later we were told the freeze on funding
had now been lifted. But this battle was
still not over, because the decision was put
straight back into the hands of the
Eastern Region clique of councillors and
civil servants who had tried so hard to stop
the project in previous years.
Sure enough, on August 3rd we were told
that the funding for the project would not
be released, giving a number of ‘reasons’
which were at best ignorant, at worst
dishonest. The decision was signed off by
Lib Dem Minister for Communities and
Local Government Andrew Stunell, but it
was clear that he himself had no knowledge of the project, but was instead being
misinformed by the Eastern region clique.

So more NVDA was the only way…so 21 adults with 5
children travelled 170 miles from Luton to Romiley near
Manchester and occupied the garden of the Romiley
Methodist Church. This is where Andrew Stunell goes to
worship every week, and after the armed police incident it
was a safer space to protest than Whitehall. Although they
were a bit shocked at our out of the blue arrival in the town,
the congregation and the people of Romiley in general were
100% supportive of our protest and looked after us
with teas, freshly baked cakes and plenty of support. After 3
days of sleeping in the churchyard, the minister arrived and
ordered a review of the decision by civil servants.
We are still awaiting the outcome of this final battle with
the red tape battalions, but confident as ever that
we’re gonna get there.

27 October 1995

Our proposals to stage safe, legal free parties in Luton were laughed at by the licensing forces in the police
and the council. So we thought we’d demonstrate the real need for ‘not for money’ events and for a
community centre which was owned and run “by the people for the people” by organising ourselves and
occupying disused sites throughout Bedfordshire. The plan was that the same police and council bods who
had laughed at our plans would soon be knocking on our door talking a bit more sense…
So we built ourselves a small sound system, decided on a meeting place for cars to be convoyed to secret
venues, and on Saturday June 5th 1992 we set up our sound system for the first time in a forest clearing 5
miles outside Luton.
The weekly parties grew at a rate which blew everyone away. Our intention was to demonstrate the need
for non commercial events, and the way the parties kept getting bigger was the proof in the pudding. All
money’s taken at the bar and in the donation bucket were to be presented to a regular meeting, so the
people could genuinely decide what it would be spent on, and everybody – DJ’s, MC’s, stewards, security,
barstaff, were volunteers.
After 6 months there were 10,000 people waiting in their cars at the Woodside Industrial estate for the
convoy to leave at midnight…. the Midnight Ravers in our chariots without horses, on a musical stampede...
The Exodus Collective was born...

“I see ten thousand chariots and they coming without horses,
the riders - they cover their face, so you couldn't make them
out in smoky place, in that musical stampede, where everyone
is doing their thing... Midnight Ravers!” (Bob Marley)

By End Of 1992

1992 - 1994

January 1993

EXODUS PARTIES GREW FROM 150 TO 10,000!

POLICE OPERATIONS LIKE FIRE

OPERATIONS ANAGRAM, ANATOMY AND ANCHOVY

From the first party in June 1992, when about 150 people came along, the parties just kept on
getting bigger and bigger by the week.
By the time we had reached our first ever New Years Eve
party, held in a squatted warehouse on the Woodside estate,
the crowd had grown to more than 10,000 people.

Obviously when we first came about we were the subject of
lots of police time and attention. The size of the parties, the
length of the convoys and our ‘in yer face’ approach when
they tried to stop us made sure of that. Stacks of police
operations were carried out, such as a drugs raids every
month at our squats, police roadblocks set up on the way
to or way back from parties, plus a few attempts to nick our
sound equipment en route. But we weren’t doing anything
wrong, so the intensity of police activity all led to nothing,
which caused some local councillors to start questioning
the police’s actions and listening seriously to our demands
for the right to live our ‘D.I.O.’ (Do It Ourselves) lifestyle…

On 31st January 1993 over 100 police dressed in full riot gear
stormed Long Meadow Community Farm and arrested 36 members
of the collective before we could leave to put the dance on. Drugs
were planted in the bedroom of the farm (later proved in court)
and all of our equipment seized. Within 3 hours 3000 party goers
descended on Luton police station and surrounded it for 6 hours,
demanding that we be freed and the equipment returned. At 5am,
after drafting in police from 4 different forces, an agreement to let
us go and return all of our property was signed by the Chief
Superintendent, and the crowd, who had been completely non
violent in the face of severe police provocation, picked up the
rubbish and went home, ready to come back en masse next week,
and every week if need be. Week after week, the police turned up in
their hundreds fully tooled up for a fight, but every week we would
turn up in our thousands, gather at Woodside and then peacefully
disperse, knowing full well this was costing them hundreds of
thousands of pounds a throw.

1994
COUNCIL VOTE FOR PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO THE POLICE
After the collapse of dozens of these trumped up
charges and the raid on the councillor’s home,
Bedfordshire County Council voted unanimously for a
full civil rights enquiry to be held into “the actions
of the Bedfordshire Police and others against members
of the Exodus collective”. The “others” referred to
increasing evidence of these powerful local
freemasons being behind the campaign against us. In July 1995 seventy Lutonians occupied the
Town Hall to expose the leader of Luton’s Labour council as a member of the Masonic lodge.
After this demonstration, several Masonic judges were drafted in to preside over our trials and
to sit on High Court hearings to evict us from our projects. When the Home Secretary refused to
fund the council’s demand for a public inquiry, the police turned their attention to our
spokesperson’s mum who ran a local pub.
The pub was attacked by dozens of police officers, who concocted a string of false allegations
leading to closure of her business. Once again, Masonic councillors were proven to have been
actively encouraging the police in this mafia style attack on our parents, but once again the
Home secretary refused to fund an Inquiry. The decision to close the pub was overturned a few
years later in the High Courts. The (non Masonic) judge ruled that our spokesperson’s mum had
suffered a “serious injustice” and ordered the police to pay back all of her losses.

1995 - 2000
THE ARK COMMUNITY AND ACTIVITY CENTRE AND SANCTIONED SITES
Despite all of the trumped up criminal charges made against us, 3 eviction attempts,
a firebombing, 3 attempts to imprison our spokesperson for contempt of court, the
targetting of parents and constant police raids and harassment, we continued with
our campaign of non violent civil disobedience in the form of large scale free
parties held every fortnight without fail. Also, the annual ‘Free the Spirit Festival”
held at Long Meadow Community Farm was getting bigger with every year that
passed, keeping up the pressure on the authorities to reach an agreement to
legalize the events.
We were campaigning for 2 key needs to be met. One was a people owned
community centre called The Ark, which would reduce poverty and social exclusion
for a large number of ‘excluded’ people by creating a base for not for profit workplaces. To this end we squatted a few derelict warehouses in Luton and began
renovating them, even though we knew we would soon be evicted, as this was our
way of pushing the issue up the agenda of local councils, police etc, and it was really
effective at gathering interest from the local press so we could argue our case to the
town.
Our other key demand was for a ‘Sanctioned Sites’ agreement between landowners,
council, police and the community, to allow free use of agreed sites throughout the
county for non commercial outdoor parties. Until these demands had been met, our
long campaign of non violent civil disobedience would continue…

We occupied it until they returned our equipment. At last, they realised they could
never stop us by repeating these illegal operations (as proven in court on several
occasions).
Just days after the ambush we were contacted by senior police officers with an
invitation to speak to the Duke of Bedford, Bedfordshire’s largest single landowner,
with a view to agreeing the sanctioned sites arrangement we had been campaigning
for since 1992. After a number of meetings with the Duke’s son Andrew, (who is now
the Duke after his dad passed away) an agreement was reached to end our campaign
of land occupation, and the first ever fully licensed Exodus outdoor dance took place in
July 2000, followed by the first licensed 3 day Free the Spirit Festival held at Junction 13.
Both of these events were brilliant as anyone who was there will remember and were a
complete success in all ways, proving that sanctioned sites and community self policing
was the way forward, just as we’d told them way back in June 1992.

2001
THE EXODUS COLLECTIVE’S ‘SPIRITUAL DIVORCE’
After an eight year campaign of non violent civil disobedience had
secured all of the main things we’d been fighting for, the collective itself
suffered an internal combustion. Differences about the way forward, as
well as a break in the consensus about the principles and values which
bound us together as a group, led to the group splintering.
A few people stayed at HAZ Manor and the community farm, others
continued building the community enterprise centre on Marsh Farm,
whilst others went back out into the wider world to do and learn
different things. Although this was a seriously painful period for
everybody concerned, in the long run it has proved to be an invaluable
spiritual learning experience, not just for members of the collective,
but for the wider community in general.

2002 Onwards

2008 Onwards

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE...

THE MARSH FARM ORGANISATION WORKSHOP

THE LEVITICUS COLLECTIVE... THE NEXT CHAPTER

So keep watching this space...

Another key part of the battle with the red tape battalions has been to win
the right to pilot the UK’s first ever Organisation Workshop (OW).
The OW is a Brazilian method noted for enabling people living in poorer
communities to organise themselves, create their own jobs and improve
the community as a whole. The Marsh Farm OW provides unemployed
residents with all of the tools, equipment, support and contracts needed to
kick start 9 new social enterprises including an MOT station, café restaurant,
music studio and an organic community farm, creating up to 67 jobs for the
people in Marsh Farm who need them the most.
This particular battle has taken 9 years of
constant struggle against the doubters,
the vested interests and – of course –
the masonic councillor and his
lackeys. After years of using the
bureaucratic, red tape bound processes
to frustrate the project, it was finally due
to start in August 2010.

The end of the Exodus collective days had left
many former collective members, as well as the
thousands of people in and around town who
loved our free the spirit events, with no
regular community dances to generate the
spirit and good vibes we’d all grown to love.
Once the bulk of the red tape battles had been
won in Marsh Farm, this allowed us to commit the
time and energy needed to regroup, so we
reformed our community sound system under
a new name… Leviticus.
Our community dances have been held for the last
2 years in Luton’s only two non commercial
venues, the Hat Factory and the UK Centre for

Carnival Arts. This is a temporary arrangement that
gives us the time and space needed to rebuild the
infrastructure needed to complete our long
struggle for a permanent outdoor venue, where
we can “dance beneath the stars” in a non commercial environment (or a “mammon free zone”)
forever.

Sundon Pits Plan

and JAH willing we’ll see you at
next year’s Beautiful Days with
the UK’s first Organisation

Once the battle for the OW is over, and this has
taken place on Marsh Farm, the last piece in our
jigsaw is the permanent outdoor space for our
Free the Spirit festivals.

Workshop and people owned

We have put together a plan for community
purchase of a disused local chalk pits, where all
night music events could take place without
causing anybody a problem, as well as a range of
other community stuff like off road driving, moto
cross, assault courses, go karting and more…. and
The Levellers have already told us they will be
happy to play there when it opens…

as well as an invitation to a

Community Centre under our belt,
“Levellers at Leviticus” party in
our new open air community owned
festival...

The Struggle Continues...

4th January 1993

2002 Onwards
FROM THE ARK TO THE CERC (COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE AND RESOURCE CENTRE)

